(S. Rayne).
Significant temporal trends in groundwater levels were found at 67 stations (40.4% of all stations amenable to statistical examination, and 31.9% of all available stations). Of these 67 stations, 10 had increasing groundwater level trends and the remaining 57 had declining groundwater level trends. Thus, 34.3% of stations with a sufficiently long time series for analysis displayed declining groundwater level trends, while 6.0% have increasing trends, and 59.6% of these stations appear to have no significant temporal variation in groundwater levels.
Geographic distinctions in groundwater level time trends are difficult to make owing to the unbalanced distribution of monitoring sites throughout the province. About 65% of all stations are concentrated in Regions 1 (Vancouver Island) and 8 (Okanagan), and only ~14% of the stations are located in the heavily populated Region 2 (Lower Mainland), where the large majority (~60%) of the province's population resides. Based on percentages of total stations with a sufficiently long monitoring record for statistical analysis, it appears that the semi-arid Thompson/Nicola (Region 3) and Okanagan (Region 8) zones are most likely to have declining groundwater levels. This finding is climatically intuitive, but since the representative nature of the monitoring sites cannot be rigorously examined within and between the various regions, additional in-depth analysis is not justifiable.
A prior report [20] employing a different statistical approach to analyze temporal trends for levels in the groundwater monitoring well network has indicated that, depending on the five-year interval period under study between 1985 and 2005, between 14% and 35% of all monitoring wells examined in British Columbia had declining groundwater levels that could be attributed to human activities. While the current work does not attempt to distinguish between anthropogenic and/or natural causes of any temporal trends in groundwater levels, our results are generally in good agreement with this previous study. The linearized rates of groundwater declines vary widely (from -0.5±0.1 cm/year at the "Osoyoos North of Pond" site to -35.6±1.7 cm/year at the "Williams Lake [Scout Island]" site), as do the rates of increasing groundwater levels (from +0.6±0.1 cm/year at the "Kalawoods" site to +30.5±3.8 cm/year at the "Vernon [Falcon Road, Silver Star Mtn.]" site). A frequency distribution histogram of the linear rates of annual change for the 67 stations with statistically significant temporal groundwater level patterns is shown in Figure 3 . A bias towards net declining groundwater levels (measured as water level below ground surface) is clearly evident. The normal distribution fit also indicates the actual distribution is skewed towards more high-rate declines compared to the fewer (and less variable) increasing groundwater levels.
Overall, a substantial proportion of groundwater monitoring wells in British Columbia -which have been operated with varying record lengths dating from recent installations to sites with records back to the 1950s -are exhibiting declining levels. At a significant number of other sites in the monitoring network, records are too short and/or poorly populated to facilitate statistical analysis. 
